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LONG LIVE GLOBAL SOLIDARITY
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We are witnessing a new round of insurrections
kick off across the globe.

There are certain aspects that unite them; first
and foremost, many of these insurrections are the
direct result of people violently rejecting austerity
and by extension, decades of neoliberal reforms
and structural adjustment programs (themselves
simply extensions of past colonial systems) which
have also led to economic precarity and crippling
poverty. In Haiti and Ecuador, the most recent
round of riots and uprisings was kicked off by in-
creased gas prices; in the Sudan, it was the price
of goods tripling, in Lebanon, it was over new tax-
es; in Honduras against austerity cuts to the public
sector; and in Chile, it was against the launch of a
fare increase. In short, since the collapse of finan-
cial markets in 2008 the capitalist class has rebuilt
its wealth through a regime of austerity, increased
costs, and the suppression of wages. Currently,
we are seeing the limits of the proletariat’s pa-
tience with such a model.

Second, another common factor of many of
these revolts is the widespread anger over gov-
ernment corruption, especially in the face of in-
creasing poverty. In Haiti this is the most clear,
where massive amounts of aid that was supposed
to go towards 2010 earthquake victims has in-
stead been laundered and government nepotism is
widespread, while in Honduras, people have been
launching riots against Juan Orlando Hernandez,
who was installed by a US backed coup and is
alleged to have taken money from drug cartels for
his political campaign.

Third, this new round of revolts often targets
infrastructure and the circulation of commodities,
including human labor itself. Thus we see massive
demonstrations in Haiti which march on wealthy
neighborhoods and shut down the entirety of so-
ciety. In Chile, people have moved from evading
fares to burning down a major energy company
building and entire subway cars, while in Hong
Kong, people have begun to set fire to mainland
China state-owned banks.

Lastly, the current insurrections also show-
case the State entering into a state of exception,
through either enforcing when and where people
can be, granting military or police special powers,
passing new laws that made previous everyday
actions now illegal, or simply giving the authori-
ties the green light to open fire. In the Sudan, a
three-month state of emergency opened a window
for the State to murder and disappear protest and
opposition leaders. In Ecuador, curfews were en-
forced. In Chile, laws not used since the Pinochet
dictatorship have been utilized to allow the military
free reign on the streets to put down the revolt. In
Hong Kong, the State attempted to ban masks and
demonstrations, while in Spain, the government
attempted to imprison Catalan leaders who had
pushed for independence. Meanwhile in Rojava,
a so-called ceasefire agreement between the US
and Turkey has given cover for continued attacks
by Turkish and Jihadi forces against the autono-
mous region.

This is far from a complete roundup of insur-
rectionary movements and riots happening around
the world. As 2020 draws near, let’s stand togeth-
er in global solidarity with all those fighting for a
new world.

Adapted from an 21/10/19 article on: itsgoingdown.org
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